It's Good to Turn

Matthew 3

1 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." 3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 
 "A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
 'Prepare the way for the Lord,  make straight paths for him.' "

Matthew 4

12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. 

...

17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." 

...

23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 24 News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed; and he healed them. 25 Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him. 

Shouty voice: "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near."

· Culture baggage:

· Visions of wild-haired prophets scaring people

· Street preachers shouting

· Sense that this is 'Woe! Doom!'

· Does it really mean: 'Here comes God and He's really angry! 

· “You better get down on your knees and beg... BEG for forgiveness.” Wail and cry!

Nah!

3 key concepts: Good News, Repent, The Kingdom of Heaven (has come near)

Good News / Gospel

· Euangelion: 
Eu – Good as in Eucharist
 Angelion – News / message, where we get the word ANGEL

· We can proclaim a gospel that doesn't sound like good news:

· Give your life to Christ or you will burn forever in a lake of fire!

· If that's the good news... what's the bad news?!!

· That doesn't sound like good news. It sounds like a threat.

· Not to say we don't believe in consequences for not choosing life in Jesus. 

· … but what you emphasise is as important as what you believe.

· In scripture the term 'Good News' always sounds like a really good thing:

· 'The good news of the Kingdom of God' (more later)

· 'The good news about Jesus and the resurrection' (good thing or bad thing)

· Acts 10:36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 

· The Good News and Turning:
Acts 14:15 ...We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made heaven and earth and sea and everything in them. 

Repentance

· Meta-no-eo:  afterwards think

· To change one's mind or purpose. To reconsider

· You're going along. There's a key moment... and afterwards everything is different

· Best way to understand: to Turn... to change Orientation

· To Repent is NOT to apologise

· no real comment on emotional state.

· Analogy: Smoking

· Can be weeping and apologising as you light up. No change there

· The change can be brought on by various things:

· Shock / Anxiety

· A friend gets sick or dies

· Worry about impact on family

· Dissatisfaction: this is not Life.

· Premature ageing, health impact

· Financial burden

· Social impact

· Desire better

· Find something better you'd prefer to spend your money on. The desire fuels your conviction.

· To Repent is to realise there is a road:

· One direction is towards God and fullness of Life

· The opposite way is towards... the opposite

· Luke 13: 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.

· 2 Peter 3: 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

· Once you have changed your orientation, you are on a journey.

· That doesn't mean you won't stumble. But your direction remains set.

· Repentance is not perfection...

· If by the Spirit you are heading towards God, there will be an impact on your character

· Fruit of the Spirit

· This is not works righteousness...

· But you will take on a Jesus character and do Kingdom actions.

In the OT repentance was what you did in preparation for God to do something – If you repent I will do xyz. Repentance means to turn your heart, your attention, your affection back to God.

Jesus put a slight spin on this: if you repent – get lined up with God again – you won't miss what God is doing. God is going to do something, if you don't want to miss it you need to get ready and look for it. 

The Kingdom of Heaven

Luke 17:  20 Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus replied, "The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, 21 nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is in your midst."  

· The rule of God – The domain in which God is King

· This is something that has come, is near, is at hand, is in your midst... where Jesus is.

· Jesus demonstrates Kingdom values. When we reflect these we build the Kingdom.

· So Jesus' announcement is the genuinely good news that in Him we can see what the world is like when we go God's way.

· We can see it – He demonstrates it: What life is really all about...

· So we can turn, change our direction and head towards it. Not away from it.

GPS analogy: No come back... just 'recalculating route: when safe to do so, please make a U-Turn'. That's grace.

